The First Home Rule Bill
ligent man* he would have laid his claims to gratitude not
before Parneli, but before Mr* Chamberlain, whose faithful
servant he was*
Whatever the motives were* the fact remains: O'Shea was
proposed by Parnell as the Nationalist candidate in succession
to Mr* T* P* O'Connor* Mr* O'Connor was the first person
to be told of the chief's intention* and the news dumbfounded
him* It dumbfounded the party* Mr* O'Connor immedi-
ately consulted Mr* Biggar* who* when he was told of the
choice* exploded into incoherence* They telegraphed to
Mr* Healy* who was in Ireland* and then caught the train
at Euston* and started for Dublin* On their arrival* they
found that the news of O'Shea's candidature was in the
papers 1 They must now fight Parnell or capitulate* Biggar*
who had great affection for his leader* an affection which was
returned* determined to fight* Mr* O'Connor wavered* and
so did the majority of the Irish members then in Dublin*
But Mr* Healy supported Biggar* and both of them started
off to Galway to rouse the electorate against the candidate*
Mr* Healy plays a queer part in the drama* and from now to
the end of it he will grow in importance* His behaviour
is understandable* though not creditable* If there is any
such thing as an "inferiority complex/* then undoubtedly
Mr* Healy had it* He found himself spurned by the man he
was prepared to admire to the point of deep affection* and
his affection turned to malignant hatred* It is a singular
feature of that hatred that it was vented as much on Mrs*
O'Shea as on Parnell himself*
Biggar and Healy soon had Galway in an uproar* Biggar's
blunt speech and Healy's bitter tongue between them roused
the easily-excited passions of the west to a state of high fury*
Biggar told the electors at a public meeting that Parnell had
chosen O'Shea to be their representative because Mrs* O'Shea
was his mistress* He sent a telegram to Parnell himself*
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